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About 2500 years ago, an ancient surgeon performed
on a woman of the Pazyryk culture an operation

to replace a torn temporomandibular joint ligament,
restoring her ability to speak and take in food

In 1931, the airship Graf Zeppelin, created through
combined efforts of scientists and specialists

from various countries, the Soviet Union among them,
flew over the Arctic space, including most of the Soviet
Arctic

The library of Tomsk State University contains unique
manuscripts from the archives of Liibeck — the principal
city of the famous Hanseatic League, the medieval
forerunner of the European Union
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Dear friends!

Both ancient and modern history offers us numerous
examples of the birth and embodiment of most unanticipated
and daring ideas. Every age brings forth individuals with
a unique perspective on the world, unafraid to push the
boundaries of their time. The latest issue of our magazine
is dedicated to these visionaries.

. Just over a hundred years ago, in 1924, the Soviet
government was considering a bold plan for exploring
and developing the Arctic by means of controlled airships,
or dirigibles. A unique document, preseroved in the archives
of the Polar Commission of the Russian Academy of Sciences,
describes a trans-Arctic airship route from Europe to Japan
and the United States, proposed by a German pilot Walther
Bruns. The plan, however, stipulated that the reconnaissance
flight should take place over the Soviet archipelago
of Emperor Nicholas I Land (later Severnaya Zemlya).

The practical implementation of the idea of an airship
route over the Arctic, which had captivated European
scholars since the late 19th century, required the enormous
efforts of dozens of scientists and specialists from around
the world, united within the international Aeroarctic Society.
The first full-fledged research flight took place only in 1931.
Although the hopes of conquering the North with airships did
not come true, these efforts gave new impetus to Soviet and
international Arctic research.

..How could a healer who lived 2500 years ago on the
Ukok Plateau, lost in the Altai Mountains, possibly come
up with the idea of replacing a torn ligament with an artificial
ligature to repair a patient’s damaged joint ? Evidence of this
unique maxillofacial surgery was discovered using computed

tomography on the skull of a woman buried in one of the
Pazyryk mounds at the Verkh-Kaldzhin-2 burial site.

The “frozen grave” contained, in a lens of ice, a poorly
preserved female mummy, remains of a wig, and small
[fragments of clothing, which is why archaeologists did not pay
much attention to this burial at the time of discovery. Only
thirty years later, new methods for studying human remains
revealed evidence of the ancient surgeon’s astonishing skill.
The healer drilled holes in the head of the lower jaw and
in the temporal bone and threaded through them something
resembling a horsehair or animal tendon. He literally saved
the woman’s life by restoring her ability to eat and speak.

...The library of Tomsk State University, the oldest university
in Siberia, keeps a small collection of ancient German
manuscripts, which arrived there as “displaced valuables”
after World War I1. One of the most fascinating items in this
collection is the city book (Liber Memorialis / Memorialbuch)
of Liibeck, the most influential city of the unique Hanseatic
League, which existed for several centuries.

This first major economic and political union, which brought
together cities of northern Europe, used the expression “butter
instead of guns” as an actual policy rather than a metaphor.
The Hanseatic League essentially became the medieval
Jorerunner of today’s European Union, demonstrating that
prosperity could indeed come through cooperation and
mutually beneficial commerce, not through confrontation.
The idea of free trade (‘“trading is better than fighting”)
became not only an economic doctrine but also a powerful
[factor in maintaining peace and stability.
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