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In 1906, 

William Bateson, 

English geneticist, 

named the science of 

heredity and variability 

“genetics” 

In 1797, 

Edward Jenner, 

English doctor, invented 

vaccination against the 

natural smallpox

In 1865, 

Gregor Mendel, 

Austrian abbot, 

formulated the basic 

laws of heredity

In 1927, 

Nikolay Koltsov, 

Russian geneticist, 

formulated the 

hypothesis on 

the chromosome 

molecular structure and 

reproduction

1983 – scientific teams from different 

countries obtained the first transgenic 

plants

1992 – pest-resistant transgenic tobacco 

plants were grown under commercial 

conditions in China

1993–94 – agricultural products 

containing transgenic vegetative 

components have been permitted for sale

1995 – the first candidate vaccine against 

B hepatitis based on transgenic potato 

plants was produced

2003 – agricultural areas occupied by 

genetically modified plants are up to 

67 million hectares

In 1953 Francis Crick and 

James Watson decoded the 

DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) 

structure


